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New ‘ Concordat’ — Planning Really
Matt ers

Ri chard Caborn, the Mnister for the Regions,
Regeneration and Pl anning, has issued (12
March 1999) a new Pl anni ng Concordat intended
to ‘assist in the delivery of a nodernised
pl anni ng system to ‘help achieve a speedier
and nore transparent [planning] process -
with enphasis on encouraging |aggardly |oca
authorities to speed up their plan production
processes.

| ssues of inportance for notor sport are
visible here. Firstly, the Concordat nakes
Gover nnent pl anni ng policy clear — individual
cases should, increasingly, be decided in
accordance with the devel opnent plans for
each area. So positive statements and
policies for active recreation, in structure
and |l ocal plans are going to be even nore
inmportant in the future. But, perhaps of
greater inportance to LARA clubs, the
Concordat links to the devel opment plan
process other factors including:
“ Achi evi ng sust ai nabl e devel opnment’ — notor
sport must develop and polish its
environnmental credentials
‘Set within a regional context’ — this nust
hel p avoi d the ninbyi smthat plagues notor
sport (and other active recreation) and deals
a blowto the ‘go and play sonmewhere el se
phi | osophy that some pl anners have enpl oyed
in the past.
‘Co-ordinated with other policy areas...’ -
It is inportant that this should be
translated into a future requirenent that
devel oprent pl ans rmust take account of the
policies and targets in the appropriate
recreation strategy docunents for an area

It is difficult for devel opnment plans to
take proper account of tenporary uses of |and
— such as nost nmotor sport events — but
recreation strategies can do this. This is a
positive nove by the governnent — but notor
sport clubs and organi sers nust get involved
to get ‘Best Value’ in the future

| ssue 23 :

What’'s In A Nane?

At a tinme when wal kers have the prospect of
being able to wander in “ Open Access” , notor
sport continues to struggle to retain what it
al ready has. The Nantwi ch and District
Mot orcycle Club in Cheshire is suffering
resistance to its application for a
Certificate of Lawful Use at its track at
Hat herton, Cheshire, on the basis that when
Mot or cycl e Scrambl i ng changed its nanme to
Mot 0- Cross the nature of the sport al so
changed. Crewe and Nantw ch BC says —
Scranbling was a sport over a natura
course on non-specialist notorcycl es but
Mot 0o- Cross is over a nan-made course on
speci al i st nachi nery.
We suspect that few in the sport ever
noti ced when the change took place. The sane
courses, and the sane machi nes, were used, by
the same riders. Is this a failure of those
who manage the Planning process — as it
relates to notor sport — to nove with the
times, or should soneone have kept them
i nf or med?

Pl anni ng Qoligations for Sport
Sport Engl and gui dance

Sport Engl and (the new name for the English
Sports Council) has issued its Planning
Bul l etin #4, which deals wi th planning
obligations. Such agreenents typically cone
into being where planni ng consent for a
change of use of land is granted, and the
operator agrees to fulfil conditions over-
and- above the scope of the planning consent.
The Bulletin reports a recent case
i nvol ving notor sport, where the race circuit
at Croft, near Darlington, achieved a very
substanti al safeguard for its future
operation. Croft Grcuit (formerly Croft
Autodrone) is an airfield-based track, with
use and original planning permn ssions dating
back to 1963. After a period of reduced use
in the 1980s and early 1990s, sone
substanti al investnment was nade, a new track
surface laid, and activity levels increased
again. There was sone | ocal resident
opposition, which included argunments that the
racing activity had | apsed and been
abandoned, but this was not accepted by a
Pl anni ng | nspector considering a new
application by the circuit operator. The
circuit operator went to the planning inquiry
having unilaterally offered a new set of
noi se controls to replace the rather outdated
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and ineffective controls incorporated as a
condition of the original planning consent.

The I nspector considered the whol e i ssue of
the racing. He decided that on bal ance, if
the appeal were allowed, the circuit would
‘seriously dininish residential amenity in a
rural area, especially in sunmer and at
weekends’ . But the Inspector then considered
what woul d happen if the appeal was not
al l owed: the original planning consents, with
their outdated noise controls, would
continue, and the local authority woul d have
no effective control over such matters as
canmpi ng and car parking. Bal ancing these
consi derations, the Inspector decided that
the new pl anni ng consents shoul d be granted,
with the circuit operator under an obligation
to conformto the new noi se code

This is a significant decision. The circuit
operator’s initiative in offering new and
better noise controls probably swuing the
I nspector’s decision, and allowed himto give
greater weight to the facts of the particular
case than to the general (anti notor sport)
policies of the devel opment plans. If the
circuit had been a totally new proposal
rather than a facility dating back 35 years
it may not have got consent, but for other
| ong-standing tracks that cone up agai nst
present-day problenms, there is a | esson here.

Wl | Done Al — Bucki nghanshire

A conmplaint to Bucks CC claimed damage to a
footpath by an MSA-aut horised notoring event.
A site visit reveal ed that the course did not
invol ve the path. As the Council officer says
The report made to ne was of a route
obstructed by mud and ruts. This is not the
case, and | can offer no expl anation other
t han perhaps the conpl ai nant was not
actual ly wal king the public right of way ...
A good exanpl e, says lan Davis of the MSA,
of the way that mi sunderstandings can ari se,
and how they can be elininated by |ooking at
the evidence. Al so a good exanple, says LARA,
of the way that co-operation with nmotoring
cl ubs and governing bodi es can resol ve
concerns. Wl | done all round

SASPs — the OASIS idea is reborn

Five or six years ago the Sports Council (as
it then was) proposed an idea to identify and
list Qutstanding Areas of Special Inportance
to Sport (QASIS) which would go sone way to

bal anci ng conservation designati ons of |and
by acknow edging its use by, and value to,
sports. The idea was warmy wel comed by LARA
but never devel oped; the many changes to the
structure and policies of the Sports Counci
i ntervened. Now Sport England is |ooking at
resurrecting the concept with Significant
Areas for Sport (SASPs) and has been hol di ng
wor kshop sessions with interested
organi sations to debate the issues involved
LARA sent lan Davis (Mtor Sports
Associ ation) and Alan Kind (Planning O ficer)
to the workshop on 16 March 1999, where Hel en
Lease of the consultancy undertaking the
project for Sport England outlined the
concept to ourselves and representatives from
wat er sports, clinbing, sw nmmng and
badni nt on

There was an interesting debate about the
pros and cons — including the fear of
‘ghettoisation” of sport into designated
areas only. LARA explained that one of the
maj or deficiencies of the current |and use
pl anning systemis the inability of
devel opnment plans to identify and enconpass
activities that are just tenporary, but
regul ar and | ong-established, uses of |and
(such as notorcycle trials). Athough it was
felt by the professionals present that it is
unlikely that SASPs coul d become a statutory
designation (unlike SSSI or AONB), LARA
stressed that the identification of
recreational land uses in local and regiona
recreation strategi es woul d be highly
advant ageous to all concerned. If the
Governnent’s Pl anning Policy Guidance Note 17
(PPG 17) can then be changed to recomrend (or
even direct) that devel opnent plans nust take
account of the content of recreation
strategi es, outdoor recreation has a clear
path through which to feed its | and use
hi story and current requirenents. The
consultants noted this point for further
consi deration

The comment was made during the neeting
that the hoped-for positive revisions to PPG
17 are certainly not on the near horizon
(which is a pity), and the LARA Heritage
Mot orsport Directory was circulated to al
consul tees as an exanpl e of how governi ng
bodi es can participate in a SASPs-type
process and nmake it a val uabl e conponent of
| and use devel opnent planning. There will be
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nmore opportunity to participate in the build-
up to a structure for a national SASPs
initiative as the consultants reviewthis

| atest input and report back to Sport

Engl and.

AMCA' s d dest Track under Threat

The AMCA have been runni ng noto-cross and
motorcycle trials on | and near Brownhills
Staffs for nearly 50 years, but this wll
cease if the long awaited Birm ngham Northern
Relief Road is finally built. The site is
close to housing, and by careful managenent
has gi ven nany thousands of riders the chance
of a go at off-road conpetition over the
generations. Being very close to Birm ngham
Wol ver hanpton and Walsall, the facility is of
particular value and it will be sorely

m ssed.

The land is of a sandy nature with a
di sused quarry included as well as a stream
whi ch nodern riders will not go near, but
whi ch used to prove a big draw for spectators
of scranbles in the ‘good old days’ of Gold
Stars and Matchl esses in the 1950s and 60s.
This venue was well used for television
events by ITV in the 60s, the days of rea
‘live’ programes. Wen foot and nouth
di sease was common, and notoring clubs agreed
to suspend such sports, this site not being
agricultural was used by BSA and Norton
Villiers for notorcycle testing purposes.
When the new road is built, the proposed
Bur ntwood Toll Booths will be on the line of
the noto-cross starting straight. The |oca
Lichfield District Council does not seem
interested in helping to find another site,
despite the clear and | ongstanding
dermonstration of demand for such a resource
in this area.

Footnote: There is an application for a
Crematoriumto be built nearby, which has
pronpted certain AMCA nenbers to comment that
havi ng spent so much tinme at the site, they
may well finish up there.

Nat i onal Forest Wheel s Park

LARA continues to work closely with the

of ficers of South Derbyshire District Counci
to identify possible notor sport sites in the
new National Forest. Four potential sites
have been graded in order of suitability, and
outline devel opment plans drawn up and
presented to the District Council. The
response to the aim of providing a safe and
wel | - managed area for off-road notor sport
training is positive. It also envisaged that

non-notori sed activities such as cycling will
be provided for at the site.

Mot or Sport in the Peak Park

Since 1984 the AMCA (Amateur Modtor Cycle
Associ ation) have owned, and enjoyed, over
100 acres of land situated in the Peak Park
nort h of Buxton.

Under the Town and Country Pl anning Acts
and Ceneral Devel opnent Order the Peak
Nati onal Park has renewed consent for part of
the land to be used for notor cycle racing on
a maxi mum of 8 days per year. One of the
reasons for this restriction is that the site
is an SSSI, and therefore the rule allow ng
for a limted nunber of notoring events
wi t hout pl anni ng perm ssion does not apply.
Last year the site was not used for any
of ficial events but a noto-cross neeting was
staged again in April this year and it will
be used about 4 times this year

One of the biggest problens is the
unof ficial practice carried out by casua
trail riders (and |ocal hooligans) who are
tenpted as they pass the site — the access
gate cannot be | ocked as there is a right of
way for horses along the edge of the |and.

The AMCA now owns 8 sites in 8 different
counties, none of which has needed pl anning
perni ssi on except the Derbyshire track. Funds
to buy land for events were set up 20 years
ago — a small levy was included on all entry
fees paid by riders for noto-cross events
Al'l the land bought has been previously used
for the sport by local clubs.

Scott Trial — Yorkshire Dal es

The Ri chnond Motorcycle Club is engrossed in
a battle to retain the possibility to carry
on the sport which it has enjoyed in North
Yorkshire for alnbst a century. The Scott
Trial is one of the oldest in the motorcycle
sport calendar; but it is under sone threat
due to sections of its route crossing areas
of land that in the intervening period has
been designated as a Site of Specia
Scientific Interest (SSSI). LARA continues
to give expert advice to the Jdub as it plans
with the Yorkshire Dal es National Park
Authority to harnoni se the continued staging
of the event with SSSI rules. A solution to
satisfy all parties is in prospect.
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